Implementation and validation of an extraction course using mannequin models for undergraduate dental students.
There is a gap in the education of dental undergraduate students between theoretical knowledge and the practical procedure of tooth extraction. It was the aim of this study to implement and validate an undergraduate course for oral extraction using mannequin models, in order to enhance practical competence in this field of dentistry. A one-term oral extraction course was implemented as part of the oral surgery curriculum for undergraduate dental students, including 4 h of theoretical education, followed by 4 h of practical training in tooth extraction on mannequin models, with the students divided into small groups. Forty-nine students attending this extraction course were asked to validate their training in dental extraction using a questionnaire (TRIL-mod; University of Trier, Trier, Germany). The students' practical competence in oral extraction was assessed by a senior supervisor at the end of the course, using a standardized checklist. All questionnaires were returned. Overall, the course was rated with an average score of 4.7 (rating range: 1-6; 1 = worst/6 = best). The assessment of practical skills yielded a successful and complete performance of tooth extraction by 94% of the students. A tooth extraction course using a mannequin model is appreciated by dental students and can achieve a sufficient level of competence in tooth extraction with reasonable educational efforts.